New synergies for the
Australian Business Community

By ADRIAN GUIDO

President, National Council of ICCI in Australia

am particularly pleased, indeed

proud, at the opportunity of

addressing the members of all five
Italian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry in Australia — and the general
Business Community — from the pages
of this prestigious publication that reflects
so well Italian style, gives an authoritative
voice to the Italian Australian component
of our multicultural society and pays
due recognition to the contribution
made by our forebears to the growth of
this country.

I am happy to report that the
National Council of Italian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry in Australia
is now a reality. Representatives of the
five Chambers met in Adelaide on 21
June this year, to put the finishing
touches and sign the formal agreement.
The agreement was officially. counter-
signed by the new Italian Ambassador
to Australia, H.E. Dino Volpicelli, in
Canberra on 20 September, in the pres-
ence of other Italian diplomatic and trade
officials, the Australian Minister for
Foreign Trade, the Hon. Mark Veil, sen-
ior Austrade management and, of
course, representatives of the five
member Chambers.

I am given the opportunity of
addressing you through this magazine
as part of an important agreement of
collaboration reached with the
management of “Italy Down Under”.

The main points of this collaboration
are two: the Chambers will have a regular
section in the magazine and all members
of all Chambers will automatically
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become subscribers of the publication.
In this way our organisation reaches a
national mainstream audience, as well
as our own members nationally. At the
same time the magazine gains as
subscribers thousands of decision and
opinion makers across the country.
This agreement with “Italy Down
Under” is indeed the first formal act of
the National Gouncil of ICCI, as it was
approved at the same meeting of 21 of
June. It was also instrumental in bring-
ing together the five state Presidents,
which in turn created an environment
of thinking “nationally” and it has given
us a national voice and dimension.
This is a proud moment for me, as
your National President, and a watershed
in the efforts of our Chambers in promoting
bilateral trade between Italy and
Australia. It is particularly pleasing that

the Chambers “federated” this year,
when we celebrate the centenary of
the Australian Federation, thus being
in tune with the symbolism of banding
together for the greater benefit of all.

I take this opportunity to thank all
those who have contributed, over time,
to this momentous achievement.
Particularly former Ambassador
Giovanni Castellaneta, his successor
Dr Volpicelli and the Italian Consuls in
every State, who have offered their
personal support and encouragement
as well as the official backing of the
Italian Government.

A vote of gratitude to my Vice
President, Mr Don Totino, who has been
a fervent advocate of a national body
for many years, and to Comm. Paolo
Mirabella, my immediate predecessor,
who laid the foundations of the agreement.
And of course to the current Presidents,
Boards and Secretary Generals of the
five Chambers who have worked very
hard at refining the agreement and
committed themselves to make it work.

Last, but not least, I wish to thank
the management of “Italy Down Under”
who has supported the Chambers,
campaigned for the national body
through this publication and have
patiently and constructively negotiated
the agreement of collaboration over a
period of nearly two years.

This new synergy has made ICCI a
stronger, better-equipped business
organisation to assist our members and
to offer an attractive service package to
our potential members, the broad
Australian Business Community. We are
ready, able and willing to serve you. e

italy Down Under
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